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Improved internet connectivity will
be crucial to reimagining communities
across New York state. 

The past year has proven what we al-
ready knew — access to reliable internet
connectivity and digital resources are
as important as water and electrical in-
frastructure. Online platforms have al-
lowed children to remain in class, par-
ents to stay employed, family-owned
businesses to continue operations, and
people who need health care to access
care through telehealth services. 

So as lawmakers chart the path to-
ward recovery, they must prioritize

broadband expansion, ensuring access
for all, and recognize the value of inter-
net-enabled tools and services. This will
take a commitment by lawmakers to
provide the funding needed.

Upstate business and local leaders
are focused on growing our population,
promoting economic development, and
facilitating the creation of high-paying
jobs. And we have long recognized that
access to technology is foundational for
achieving these goals. 

In working with municipalities in up-
state New York, I have seen firsthand
how broadband expansion can uplift
our communities, especially during the
pandemic, which has highlighted the
digital access divide. Federal officials
recognize this sentiment, too, with
broadband funding and an FCC direc-
tive to better map access voids as key
considerations in Washington. 

However, internet access is just the

start. The digital services that empower
small business growth, allow local gov-
ernments to serve their constituents,
and keep families connected remain
critical to our ongoing work to build
back struggling communities. 

As non-essential businesses shut-
tered their doors and the professional
community adjusted to remote work,
small-business owners were thankfully
able to leverage digital platforms to re-
main engaged with customers and em-
ployees with the support of not just the
internet, but with internet-enabled
tools. 

I recently had the opportunity to tes-
tify before the state Legislature on the
very issue of access to technology. As
such, I expect lawmakers to avoid re-
strictive policies that discourage invest-
ment and deployment of communica-
tions infrastructure. And I hope our po-
litical leaders take this understanding

one step further, and recognize that
digital tools and platforms will be vital
to supporting the recovery and resil-
ience of upstate communities as they
attract innovative professionals finding
themselves untethered to city living as
remote working opportunities prolifer-
ate.

New York’s leadership should wel-
come the role that technology services
— and the companies who build and
provide them — play in economic devel-
opment across the state. A measured
approach to tech policymaking is need-
ed, one that recognizes the fact that
digital services are as critical as water
and electric, and will serve as a great
equalizer across the cities, villages and
towns that span upstate New York. 

Carolyn Price is president at the Up-
state New York Towns Association, and
deputy supervisor in the Town of Wind-
sor.
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Great experience at JC vaccine
site 

Having recently had my first dose of
the New York state COVID vaccine at
Binghamton University Johnson City
site, I wanted to applaud and mention
my gratitude for the amazing individ-
uals who work as an incredible team,
providing guidance and such affable
comfort through this very daunting sit-
uation. 

Very effective coordination, preci-
sion, as well as eloquent patience made
my experience very simple and quick,
and the alleviation was very encourag-
ing. 

Thank you New York State and Bing-
hamton University for your “front line”
services and impeccable grace. It is ap-
preciated kindly. 

Scott Anderson
Windsor

Tenney votes against people
again

Our newly elected representative,
Claudia Tenney, just voted against the
biggest package to help working people
since the New Deal. 

The newest COVID relief bill, called
“The American Relief Plan Act,” will
benefit more than 9 million New York-
ers. New York will receive about $100
billion of this stimulus package, which
includes $1,400 per person, $1,400 per
dependent and extend unemployment.
New York gets $4 billion to support
more vaccines, testing and health care
services. This bill is going to affect just
about every aspect of life in New York.
But Tenney voted against it. 

Why? Anyone who has followed
Tenney’s career in Congress knows
that she has consistently voted for the
benefits of corporations over people.
She votes party loyalty rather than for
the benefit of the people in her district. 

76% of Americans and 60% of Re-
publicans support this bill, including
local Republican officials. People are
hurting. Tenney has shown time and
time again that she has no interest in

stepping outside of her bubble of privi-
lege. 

It is so disappointing that Tenney
has been reelected. She showed us her
colors in her first term in Congress. She
hasn’t changed. Luckily this bill passed
anyway, but she is not representing the
best of our interests. 

Linda Quilty
Vestal

Bill allows designated nursing
home visitors

Compassionate Visitor legislation
(S614B) for seniors living in nursing
homes and adult living facilities is
waiting for action from Governor Cuo-
mo. It passed the Senate and Assembly
on March 3 . 

We must put an end to the isolation
of our seniors. As in early childhood,
every year matters when we become
older. 

Although they are vaccinated, my
father and mother-in-law still cannot
be embraced by family (who are also
vaccinated) or have private visits in
their assisted living apartments.
Shouting masked through a window or
across a conference table in a common
room was necessary earlier in the CO-
VID period but isn’t now with the ad-
vent of vaccines. 

I would like to “hang” with my dad,
who has gone blind this past year, share
a pot of tea and read the newspaper or
some PG Wodehouse stories to him. My
mother-in-law loves to have someone
sit next to her, hold her hand and just
visit.

Compassionate visitors will be ben-
eficial to adult care residents, their
families and the facilities. Family visi-
tors often perform tasks that bring
comfort to residents and relieve de-
mands on facility staff. 

Governor Cuomo should sign S614B
and halt this protracted suffering by al-
lowing our elders to designate compas-
sionate visitors. 

Kathleen Quinn-Jacobs 
Ithaca

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Right at the beginning of his term,
President Joe Biden signed a raft of ex-
ecutive orders related to climate
change. The Senate majority leader di-
rected all relevant Senate committees
to begin holding hearings on climate.
And the speaker of the House, no
stranger to the fight for climate legisla-
tion, is ready for round two. 

Republicans, too, know their con-
stituents are struggling with the im-
pacts of climate change, and their
younger voters are eager for represen-
tation in this national discussion. Sen.
Mitt Romney has recently indicated
that he is “very open to a carbon tax,
carbon dividend.” There’s no question
of congressional climate action this
year — it must happen. 

As Rep. Claudia Tenney, Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand, Sen. Chuck Schumer and
their colleagues in Congress evaluate
policy options, they should consider
the broadly popular carbon tax or fee.
The policy has support from the scien-
tific community, health organizations,
economists and businesses. Let’s ex-
plore why.

As we all understand by now, it’s im-
perative that the world reach net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
That target comes from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change’s
game-changing 2018 report, which
called carbon pricing “necessary.” A
steadily rising carbon tax could slash
emissions enough to reach the net-zero
by 2050 target. The National Acade-
mies of Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine echoed that in a new report,
naming a carbon tax as a crucial tool to
reach net-zero.

Deep emissions cuts will also be a
huge boon to public health. We could
save 4.5 million American lives over the

next 50 years by replacing pollution
with clean air. That’s why the Lancet
Commission endorses carbon pricing,
calling it “the single most powerful
strategic instrument to inoculate hu-
man health against the risks of climate
change.”

In addition to health benefits, a car-
bon tax can provide economic benefits
to Americans. A fee and dividend struc-
ture, sometimes called a “carbon cash-
back,” will put carbon fee revenue into
people’s pockets to spend as they see
fit. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is a
longtime supporter of this approach.
She affirmed during her January confir-
mation that she is “fully supportive of
effective carbon pricing,” adding, “I
know that the president is as well.”

A carbon tax is better for business,
too. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce re-
cently announced its support of a
“market-based approach to accelerate
emissions reductions.” A carbon tax is
considered a market-based approach,
giving businesses the ultimate say on
how they shift to clean energy. It is far
more predictable and durable than reg-
ulations, which can change with the
stroke of a new president’s pen.

With such broad support for a car-
bon tax, Congress should act. Plus,
public polling shows 57% of people in
Broome County and 72% in Tompkins
County want Congress to do more to
address global warming. That desire
defies partisanship among the Ameri-
can people, with majority support for
climate action from Republican and
Democratic voters. An effective carbon
tax would fit the bill and put America
on the fast track to a healthy, prosper-
ous future.

Mark Reynolds is executive director
of Citizens’ Climate Lobby. Terrence
Woodnorth is a volunteer with the New
York District 22 online chapter of Citi-
zens’ Climate Lobby, and is a resident of
Endicott.
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